
TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR YEMENI NATIONALS

ALERT
Muslims are set to travel for the annual Hajj pilgrimage. Historically, travelers returning from Hajj face increased scrutiny and 

delays at the border.  

The  Trump administration's policies and developments with the Muslim Ban 2.0 increase the probability that Muslims will face 

longer delays and harassment at the border. This is especially true for US travelers with ties to one of the six target countries. 

The Council on American Islamic Relations- Michigan (CAIR-MI) has specific information that US travelers with origins in Yemen 

will be singled out at the border by Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) during their international travels.  There is a long history of 

travelers with ties in Yemen facing problems at the border, and overseas with the US Embassy revoking passports while US 

Citizens are traveling abroad. CAIR-MI wants to ensure that as you travel for Hajj, you know your rights.  

PREPARING FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING

CONTACT CAIR-MI 

CAIR-MI                      (248)559-2247                    CAIRMICHIGAN@GMAIL.COM

PLAN AHEAD:

(1) Prior to traveling you should designate someone who can act 

on your behalf.  This person should have your return flight 

information and should be  prepared to contact CAIR-MI in case 

you have been delayed at the airport for more than 2 hours. This 

is especially important since if you are detained by CBP, you most 

likely will not have the ability to call for assistance. 

(2) You should also consider signing a G-28 (notice of 

representation) prior to your travel. If you are detained, a G-28 

can be used to allow an attorney to have assist you at the border. 

Your designated person can hold onto this document until it is 

needed then CAIR-MI or another attorney can present it if 

necessary. 

(3) If you are not a US Citizen, speak to an immigration attorney 

prior to traveling. It is important to have all possible information 

and assistance prior to travel. CBP has broad discretion to deny 

entry to returning international travelers who are NOT US 

citizens. * 

You should never sign any paperwork that is presented to 

you at the border. Many green card holders have been tricked 

into  abandoning their green-card at the border. If you are 

presented with documents you can and should refuse to sign 

until you have had a chance to go over them with an 

attorney. 

VISA HOLDERS: If you are certain that you will be denied 

entry at the border, you should ask to withdraw your request 

for admission. This will remove the possibility of having a 

multiple year bar to your re-entry in the future. If you are 

afraid to return home due to fear of persecution, you should 

make a request for Asylum at the border.  

US CITIZENS: Cannot be denied entry at the border. Can 

refuse to answer questions about anything that cannot be 

found on the identification page of the passport. Can refuse a 

search of their cellphone at the border (but refusal may lead 

to confiscation while CBP attempts to obtain a court order.)

If you are subjected to intrusive questioning, lengthy delays, or detention at the border contact CAIR-MI so that we can assist 

you.  

Travelers returning from Hajj have often been contacted by the FBI . If you are contacted by the FBI or ICE after your return 

from Hajj, CAIR-MI can assist you. 

* See CAIR-MI's 2017 Hajj Travel Advisory for additional information

This is intended for informational purposes only and is not intended to be legal advice


